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Abstract: Prof. Frank Hartmann, vice president of the International Society for Design Science
(ISDS), former dean of the School of Design at Bauhaus university in Weimar, and chairman of
the school’s academic committee, passed away on July 27, 2019. We deeply mourn him. Besides,
we are committed to redouble our efforts to promote the Bauhaus concept and spirit in the
theoretical and practical system of Oriental design. Keywords: Bauhaus; oriental design; prof.
Frank Hartmann.

It was with great sadness that I heard Prof. Frank Hartmann, vice president of the
International Society for Design Science (ISDS), former dean of the School of Design
at Bauhaus university in Weimar, and chairman of the school’s academic committee,
passed away on July 27, 2019 in his Vienna’s residence due to a sudden heart attack.
In late December last year, Prof. Hartmann came to Shanghai and was appointed as
vice President of the ISDS on December 22, then he delivered an impassioned speech
at the opening ceremony of the fourth Oriental Design Forum the next day, so as to
support the research and teaching of oriental design. The opening ceremony also
included the launching ceremony of the GOD-Prize, the awarding ceremony of
ISDS-GOD-Prize for outstanding papers and contributions, and the foundation
ceremony of ISDS’ four new branches. Prof. Hartmann, together with Prof. Takasuka
Masashi (Saitama University, vice president of ISDS, chairman of Japan’s
Environmental Arts Society), Prof. Kunimoto Katsushi and Prof. Cha Kang Heui,
awarded ISDS’ four new branches at the ceremony, including Art and Science Branch
(Shanghai Jiao Tong University, SJTU), Environmental Design Branch (Tsinghua
University), Industrial Design Branch (Zhejiang University) and Public Art Design
Branch (Shanghai University). After the ceremony, Prof. Hartmann gave an academic
lecture to all the forum participants. During the second half of this year, we originally
planned to hold the ISDS annual conference in Weimar, Germany, and the
conference’s theme has been set as “a century Bauhaus, a design restart”.
Unfortunately, this summer the heat ravaged the Europe and Prof. Hartmann left us
forever in the City of Music, which was a huge loss to the whole design world.



Zhou, W. Z. / Int. j. des. sci., Vol. 1, No. 1, 45-47, 2021

46

Figure 1. Prof. Frank Hartmann

In Prof. Hartmann’s lecture “Function, Tradition and Regulation-the Bauhaus as a
Gateway to the Modern”, Bauhaus's design philosophy was fully explained from the
aspects of visual art, media evolution and product examples. First, based on the
aesthetics of early Bauhaus Kandinsky's minimalist paintings and the new visual
experience brought by Herbert Bayer's Universal font, Prof. Hartmann explained
Bauhaus' "form following function" philosophy from the perspective of font. With the
progress of the era, new technologies, materials and user needs raised new
requirements for product design, and the idea that combining of function and form
was developed during the design process of products such as furniture, the mouse, and
so on. Nowadays, the Bauhaus concept has become an important theoretical basis in
both classic design and innovative design, which will be inherited and continued in
the new era.

Figure 2. Prof. Frank Hartmann’s Speech at the 4th Oriental Design Forum
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Dr. Pu Chen from Hamburg University of Applied Science and Technology, who
was Prof. Hartmann’s doctoral student, delivered a lecture on “Traces of Bauhaus in
Shanghai”. In her report, she displayed the historical architectural works in Shanghai
of the Chinese first-generation architects through rich historical pictures, and analyzed
the clues of Shanghai’s modern architecture. Through reviewing the development
history, teaching materials and design manuscripts from the department of architecture
of St. John's University, Dr. Pu Chen guided the audiences to further explore the
historical traces of Bauhaus in Shanghai. It was of great significance that Prof.
Hartmann and his student Dr. Pu Chen came to SJTU and gave lectures in the Oriental
Design Forum just before the Bauhaus centennial, which would contribute to building
an academic bridge on western and eastern design science and art between Bauhaus
and oriental design.
The fourth Oriental Design Forum which Prof. Hartmann attended, was also the

first annual conference of the ISDS. This forum’s theme was “regional revitalization
and holistic design”, and the forum’s aim was to awaken the designers to accelerate
the innovative combination of “design” and “industry + life style + environment”
under the “human – centric” and the “production, life and ecology” design philosophy,
the ultimate aim was to build a new healthy world design structure by establishing
new interdisciplinary subjects such as oriental design, information design, industrial
design, rural and urban design and environmental design, and to contribute to the
common progress and development of human society through exploring theories and
methods of regional revitalization design. Just half a year after the closing of the
forum, while the Bauhaus caravan hasn’t reached Shanghai, Prof. Hartmann was no
longer with us. In addition to sadness, we have a lot of regret, but we promise we will
redouble our efforts to carry forward the Bauhaus concept and spirit in oriental
design’s theoretical and practical systems.
During Prof. Hartmann’s trip to Shanghai last year, except for attending the forum,

he also discussed educational cooperation with SJTU. Prof. Hartmann had invited me
to visit Weimar many times before, yet I haven’t been there due to my work
arrangement. There were some episodes during Prof. Hartmann’s Shanghai trip. Due
to our mistake, he met some troubles in his China visa application because of the
invitation letter, later with the assistance of the foreign affairs department of SJTU
and the Chinese Embassy in Vienna, he finally got his visa on the way to the airport.
Prof. Hartmann seemed a little depressed during his stay in Shanghai, we originally
thought our reception met some problems, it now appears that he didn’t feel well at
that time.
It was all too sudden that Prof. Hartmann leaved us, it is a pity that I could not go to

Vienna to attend his funeral, but I have imagined that the dirge would be heard in the
world’s music capital...... Rest in peace, Prof. Hartmann. If we have the chance to go
to Vienna, we will surely present you with a bouquet of oriental art flowers.

Zhou Wuzhong: Professor, School of Design, Shanghai Jiao Tong University, Shanghai, China.
Email:<wzzhou@sjtu.edu.cn>
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CALL FOR PAPERS

As an English-language academic publication, The International Journal of Design
Science (IJDS) is quarterly published online at http://www.isds2006.com by the
International Society for Design Science (ISDS). The editorial office is located in the
United States, and the China branch is situated in the Shanghai representative office
of the ISDS (Preparatory Office). Just as shown in the journal’s name, we try to
explore science for better designs. We initiate a call for paper in all areas related to
design, including research papers, survey papers, case studies and other high quality
scholarly articles.

Paper Submission Requirements：

1. We welcome original academic papers that focus on design and the study of
design by other scientific methods. If the paper introduces design work cases, it
should include in-depth theoretical analysis or solid field investigating data.
Submission of a paper implies: that the work must present original and unpublished;
that its publication has been approved by all co-authors.
2. The papers are required to be innovative, academic, normative and readable. As a

general rule the recommended length of a submitted paper is between 8000-15000
words, with a typesetting of 8-12 pages and in accordance with relevant stylistic
format requirements (see Authors Guide in the official website).
3. All submissions shall be made online through emails, IJDS recommends the use

of Word 2003/ 2007 when preparing your article and please send it to the following
email: isds_offical@163.com.
4. Multi-submissions per draft is not allowed. The editorial house will issue a notice

of acceptance or not within 2 months from the date of receipt; Please inquiry to the
editorial house by email if overdue.
5. Based on standard procedures, IJDS establishes a peer-reviewed and editorial

board reviewed mechanism (three-time review per paper), and decides the acceptance
according to the evaluation results fairly and impartially.
6. The author takes sole responsibility for the paper. The editorial house has the

right to make textual or format changes, and all substantive changes shall be approved
by authors.
7. If the author agrees to publish the paper, the property right (including any media,

language or form) contained in copyright shall be transferred to the editorial house of
IJDS. If the author does not agree, please state in advance.
8. IJDS does not charge publication fee or pay remuneration for accepted

manuscripts. The electronic version of the issue (PDF format) will be presented to the
author. If translation services are required, a certain amount fee for cost are needed.
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